COSMIC RUST

We open on a blue-black starfield, Astrotrain streaks past, through an asteroid field, with Megatron, Starscream and Rumble on board.

Rumble:

Astrotrain, look out for those asteroids!

Astrotrain grows closer to a nearby planet.
We get a closer look at the planet, and see that it bears a huge Autobot insignia on its surface.
Astrotrain:

Well, fry my heats sheilds! Get a load of that! The Autobot symbol!

We cut to an interior view of Astrotrain.
Rumble:

In this part of the galaxy?

Starscream:

Our sensors show no signs of life.

Megatron:

Exercise caution - they may be decieving our sensors.

Astrotrain comes in for a landing on the planet, amidst the ruins of a great city. Off screen, his passengers disembark, and he transforms. They begin walking through the city.

Rumble:

Sure looks like a ghost planet!

Astrotrain:

Too bad, I was looking forward to blasting a few Autobots!

Megatron:

It's not like the Autobots to leave a whole city to decay.

They arrive at a giant tower. Starscream examines it.

Starscream:

It's covered with inscriptions... too bad none of us reads ancient Autobot.

Starscream steps up to a small computer terminal in front of it, and starts pressing keys.

Megatron:

Starscream! Keep your grubby fingers off that, it could be a booby trap!

Starscream (laughing):

What trap? This is a prehistoric communication device, you uneducated dolt.

Starscream hits one more button, and the console blinks to life. A beacon on top of the tower shines brightly, and projects a hologram on an Autobot downward, into the midst of the Decepticons. It is apparently covered with rust.

Hologram:

If Cybertron be your home,

Far away, never roam!

Hear my message, listen and fear,

Danger comes, the end is near!

Just like us, you soon will rust,

All shall be turned to dust...!

The hologram fades away.

Rumble:

Sounds like a... a... a curse!

Astrotrain:

He's right... the omens are bad...

Megatron:

Quiet, you superstitous fools!

Megatron shoves them out of the way, and approaches the tower.

Megatron (contd.):

It's only a trick designed to scare us off!

Starscream:

Megatron's right! Where there's a curse on the door, there's treasure on the other side!

Shortly, the four Decepticons enter a darkened room inside a tower. Starscream sees some sort of weapon on the other side of the room.

Starscream (sarcastic):

How cute! A lightning bug!

Astrotrain:

If that's a lightning bug, I'd sure hate to meet up with a dragonfly!

Starscream climbs up on to the plinth the weapon rests on, and fiddles with it.

Starscream:

Let's see if we can get it operating...

Rumble:

I'll help ya.

Rumble joins Starscream on the plinth, but for their pains, they cannont get the weapon working.

Megatron:

Stand aside, weaklings!

Megatron braces himself, and pulls on the weapon.

Megatron:

Ahrr... hrr... hrr!

The weapon springs to life, and fires a massive beam of purple energy up into the air, incinerating the roof, and creating an impressive light show in the air outside.

Astrotrain:

...vapourised!

Rumble:

They... sure don't make lightning bugs the way they used to!

Megatron:

No...

How ironic... the Autobots will be destroyed by the weapon they created!

(Scene change)

Astrotrain blasts off, and leaves the planet's atmosphere.

Rumble:

I'm sure glad we got outta there... that place was giving me the surges!

We see Astrotrain flying through the same asteroid belt as before, but one asteroid appears to be following him.

Megatron:

Attention, Astrotrain! These comets are on our tail!

Megatron (contd.):

Let's give them a taste of our lightning!

Megatron fires a blast from the lightning bug at the asteroid, blowing it to pieces. The Asteroid fragments pummel Astrotrain.
Astrotrain:

I'm hit! Damage extreme!

An asteroid chunk rips through Astrotrain's hull, and imbeds itself in Megatron's shoulder.

Megatron:

Arrrgh! Ahhh! Ohhh... to Earth, Astrotrain!

Astrotrain heads for Earth.
(Scene change)

Back in the Decepticon's underwater base, Starscream reports on the situation.

Starscream:

Astrotrain will be laid out for weeks, until replacement parts are manufactured.

Megatron:

Forget Astrotrain! It's me who must be attended to!

Starscream examines Megatron's wounds.

Starscream:

That's a nasty tear in your shoulder, Megatron.

Megatron (sarcastic):

Brilliant observation, Starscream. Now get that asteroid chunk out of me!

Starscream's right hand slides back into his forearm, and is replaced with a pair of pincers. He yanks the asteroid chunk out.

Starscream:

Unfortunatley, the operation is successful.

Megatron:

Your care escapes me, Starscream.

Megatron sits up, and rubs his wound. He pulls his hand back, and looks at what has come off.

Megatron:

Uhh... what is this on my chest plate?

Starscream:

It looks like some sort of rust.

Megatron:

That is ridiculous! We are rust-proof!

Starscream:

Perhaps you were made of shoddy materials, Megatron!

Megatron:

I said silence, you fool!

(Scene change)

We switch to a convention hall of sorts, where a large collection of evidently-respectable men and woman are gathering, sitting in chairs, listening to an announcer on the podium.

Announcer:

Usually, our science achievement award goes to a human being, but this year, we are honouring...

He gestures, and Perceptor walks out on stage.

Announcer (contd.):

...Perceptor, the inventor of Corrostop!

Applause.
Perceptor:

Thank you very much. This is an honour, and a privelage.

Announcer:

Is it true that the Autobots plan to coat all of Earth's great monuments with Corrostop?

Perceptor:

We'd like to, eventually. It will help preserve them forever. As you know, Corrostop resists rust and corrosion, and it's stronger than any known metal. Unfortunately, at this time, we only have enough Corrostop to coat one monument - the Statue of Liberty. It's alloyed from a very rare element, so, of course, we wouldn't want the formula to be discovered by the Decepticons.

Fade back to Megatron's quarters in the Decepticon base. Megatron sits with his back to us, as he does throughout this scene. Starscream enters.

Starscream:

I just came from the repair bay. Your replacement part will be ready as soon as they get around to it.

Megatron:

Replacing my chest wont be enough.... (groans)... nor will your medical knowledge! I need an expert! Order the Stunticons to seize Perceptor and bring him to me! (groans again) Do as I say! (coughs violently)

(Scene change)

The Aerialbots  - Silverbolt, Slingshot, Skydive, Air Raid and Fireflight - swoop down, and head towards the Statue of Liberty.

Silverbolt:

C'mon, Aerialbots! We're gonna spray ol' Lady Liberty!

Air Raid:

That non-functioning old robot?

Silverbolt:

She's no robot!

The Aerialbots transform and land alongside Optimus Prime.

Silverbolt (contd.):

She's a hollow statue the humans constructed!

The Autobots are hard at work coating the statue with Corrstop, as a cruise ship approaches. Suddenly, the cars on deck transform into Motormaster, Breakdown,  and Dead End. The human passengers panic.

Breakdown:

Okay, people, this is a mutiny! ...no... no, a hijack! ...I mean, we're taking over this boat! Everbody to the captain's table!

Breakdown herds the humans below decks, and seals them in.

We switch back to the Statue of Liberty, as Perceptor is interviewed by a reporter.

Perceptor:

Corrostop will keep the Statue of Liberty safe from acid rain... or anything else that's harmful!

Reporter:

How did you ever come up with the formula, Perceptor?

Perceptor:

I must apologise, but I am unable to reveal anything about the compound.

Back out at sea, Wildrider drives a boat towards land as Drag Strip water-skiis behind.

Wildrider:

Land's this way, Drag Strip!

He swings the boat around, and Drag Strip jumps to land, transforming as he does so. He roars towards Perceptor, and circles him as the reporter flees.

Perceptor:

Hey, what do you think you're doi -- A Stunticon!

Dragstrip transforms.

Drag Strip:

Mission accomplished! And here's greetings from Megatron!

Drag Strip opens fire on Perceptor, who runs, but has nowhere to run, as the water blocks his way.
Perceptor:

I'm trapped!

The Stunticon controlled ship grows closer.

Motormaster:

Rise and shine, land urchin!

Motormaster throws an anchor like a lasso, tying up Perceptor and pulling him into the water.

Perceptor:

Help! Optimus!

Optimus Prime, meanwhile, is observing the Autobots work on the statue with Ironhide.

Optimus Prime:

Wel, Ironhide, the job's almost finished.

The reporter runs up.

Reporter:

Optimus Prime, hurry! Perceptor's been captured!

Optimus Prime:

Aerialbots! Perceptor's gone! Transform, and find him!

The Aerialbots transform and take to the sky.

Meanwhile, the Stunticons force Percetor to board Blitzwing, in jet mode.

Breakdown:

Let's go!

Dead End:

You've got an appointment with Megatron!

They shove Perceptor on board.

Fade to black.

End Act One.

Fade in.

The Stunticons board Blitzwing, and his hatches closes behind them. He takes off, but is soon spotted by the Aerialbots.

Silverbolt:

There's Blitzwing!

Skydive:

And I'll bet my tail fin he's got Perceptor!

Silverbolt:

Stay on his tail, Skydive!

Fireflight nearly flies into a building. Blitzwing heads out to sea.

Silverbolt:

He's gettin' away!

Air Raid:

Then let's fly!

We scene shift to Blitzwing flying out over the sea.

Blitzwing:

Come in, Megatron! I have Perceptor, but the Aerialbots are following me! Ready air defences!

The docking tower to the Decepticon base rises up out of the ocean, and the Lightning Bug weapon is brought out.

Blitzwing:

They're on my tail!

Dirge and Ramjet fire on the Aerialbots with the Lightning Bug.

Silverbolt:

Duck!

They avoid the first shot, as Bliztwing lands on the tower.

Blitzwing:

Come a little closer, Aerialmorons, and get your wings singed!

A blast hits Fireflight, damaging his wing. Air Raid fires a volley of missiles, but they are all destroyed. Another blast hits Air Raid's chassis.

Air Raid:

Ahh!

Air Raid manages to rejoin his fellows, as they retreat.

Silverbolt:

It's some wierd kind of heat ray! And it works! Notify Prime!
The Aerialbots leave the scene as the tower recedes back underwater.

Inside the base, Ramjet and Dirge bring Perceptor to Megatron's quarters. Megatron still sits with his back to us.

Megatron:

Welcome... (cough)... Perceptor.

Perceptor (sarcastic):

Please, dispense with the formalities. You are my mortal enemy and...

Perceptor is shocked into silence as Megatron turns around, and we see that he is covered with numerous patches of rust. Ramjet and Dirge gasp in horror.

Megatron:

You have a unqiue opportunity, Perceptor - to gain peace, in return for a favour.

Perceptor:

What sort of favour?

Megatron:

Solve this... little problem of mine. (coughs)

Perceptor:

If you're serious about peace, Megatron, then begin by surrendering your new weapon.

Megatron:

If you cure me, the weapon is yours.

Perceptor:

Very well.

Perceptor transforms to microscope mode and examines Megatron.

Perceptor:

Hmn... you've been infected by a mechanic plague, Megatron.

Megatron:

Impossible! Only Earth creatures can be infected by disease!

Perceptor:

This is a rare mechanic infection. Legend has it, it wiped out entire races of robots.

Perceptor transforms back to robot mode.

Perceptor (contd.):

It's the Black Plague to humans. It's Cosmic Rust.

We cut to a laboratory inside the Decepticon base, a few minutes later. Perceptor holds the asteroid chunk removed from Megatron on a glass slide.

Perceptor:

This is what caused the problem. The asteroid that hit you is covered with Cosmic Rust germs.

Megatron:

Cosmic Rust germs?

Perceptor:

Yes - and, the germs have been feeding off an alien energy source!

Perceptor walks around the lab.

Perceptor:

I sense energy... here!

He comes to a stop in front of the Lightning Bug.

Megatron:

From my heat ray?

Perceptor:

Yes. It's making the disease spread faster. We should destroy it now, before I try to cure you.

Megatron:

This is not our agreement! Cure me! Cure me now!

Megatron shakes his fist in anger, and it falls clean off his arm. He catches it, screams, and throws it to the ground in anger. Perceptor picks it up, and produces a small vial of blue liquid.

Perceptor:

Well, perhaps a few drops of this will help.

He applies the liquid to Megatron's hand, and the rust fades away, until it looks shiny and new again. Perceptor puts Megatron's fist back in place.

Megatron:

What is that?

Perceptor:

I call it Corrostop. It is amazingly effective!

Megatron grabs the tube of Corrostop.

Megatron:

Give me that!

Megatron starts applying the Corrostop to himself, and the rust begins to fade.

Megatron:

Decepticons, we are virtually cured!

(Scene change)

Out in space, we see Cosmos heading back to Earth. He sends a radio signal to Autobot Headquarters.

Cosmos:

Blaster, I have something terrible to report! There's no more Ingredient X - anywhere!

On Earth, Blaster recieves the signal.

Blaster:

Man-o-man!

Prime's really gonna have the blues when he hears this news! There's nowhere to shop for more Corrostop!

(Scene change)

Inside Autobot Headquarters, the Aerialbots report to Optimus Prime.

Silverbolt:

We pursued Blitzwing to Decepticon headquarters...

Slingshot:

Yeah, and got blasted by this incredible heat ray!

Air Raid:

My tail got sizzled!

Fireflight:

Not to mention my wing! I need some spare parts right now!

Air Raid and Fireflight indicate their smoking backsides.

Optimus Prime:

This is grim news indeed...

Teletran One bleeps and draws Prime's attention. Megatron appears on-screen.

Megatron:

Greetings Optimus Prime! I come to you with a... gesture of good will!

Optimus Prime:

Good will, Megatron? I find that hard to believe.

Megatron:

Belive this - I'm releasing Perceptor.

Optimus Prime:

Where and when?

Megatron:

The Klotzbury canyon, just three miles from your headquarters.

Optimus Prime:

When, Megatron?

Megatron:

He's there now... but pick him up before noon!

Optimus Prime:

What happens at noon?

The picture on-screen changes to one of Perceptor, in the canyon, in microscope mode, imprisoned on a rack of some kind.

Megatron:

At noon, the sun's rays will focus through his lenses, and ignite the fuse for the bomb at the base of his microscope!

Minutes later, Optimus Prime addresses the Autobots outside their base.

Optimus Prime:

Autobots, I'm sure you're all aware that we're heading into a trap. We must go or leave Perceptor forever. Megatron will have us on his terms, and on his turf. Autobots - transform, and roll out!

The Autobots transform, and head off to the canyon.

(Scene change)

In the canyon, we see Perceptor, struggling.

Perceptor:

Uhnn... uhhnn.. uuhgn!

The sun's rays inginte the fuse. The Autobots arrive and transform.

Optimus Prime:

No sign of Megatron... Autobots, stay back.

Prime jumps into the canyon to aid Perceptor.

Perceptor:

Optimus! You'll be infected with Cosmic Rust!

Optimus Prime:

If I don't save you, that bomb will blow you to bits!

We zoom in on he rapidly-burning fuse.

Fade to black.

End Act Two.

Fade in.

Perceptor:

No, Optimus! Move back! Save yourself!

Optimus Prime:

Be quiet, and that's an order!

Perceptor:

But... but... !

Prime frees Perceptor, who transforms. Prime supports him as they run. The bomb explodes spectacularly, throwing them to the ground.

Perceptor:

You've got to leave me here, Optimus! If I go back to headquarters, I could infect everybody!

We can see that Perceptor, like Megatron before him, is covered in pataches of Cosmic Rust.

Optimus Prime:

We're not leaving you anywhere, Perceptor. You're coming with us, right now.

Prime picks Perceptor up.

(Scene change)

Back at Autobot Headquarters, Ratchet examines Perceptor.

Perceptor:

This rust is caused by germs that devour Cybertron alloys.

Optimus Prime:

But where do the rust germs come from?

We switch to a shot of Wheeljack at Teletran One's control panel.

Wheeljack:

Maybe Teletran One can tell us.

Wheeljack hits some buttons.

Teletran One:

Accessing files...

Various starscapes appear on Teletran One's screen, until we see the planet the Decepticons visited at the beginning of the episode.

Teletran One:

The germs originated on a planet called Antilla.

We zoom in on Antilla, and see a huge city, populated by Autobots of all kinds.

Teletran One (contd.):

At the dawn of time, there was a thriving Autobot civilisation, then asteroids began falling from the sky, to spread Cosmic Rust.

We see asteroids smash into Antilla on Teletran One's screen.

Teletran One (contd.):

No cure was ever found. The Thirteenth Legion - the Lost Legion - was decimated by that malevolent scourge.

On-screen, we see one Autobot, completely rusted over, collapse to the ground and crumble to dust.

Optimus Prime:

Now the plague has spread to the Earth.

Wheeljack:

Can't we do anything to protect ourselves?

Teletran One:

Corrostop is the only known antidote.

Optimus Prime:

But we can't make any more - we're out of the secret catalyst!

Wheeljack:

Wait, I have an idea - we could try the Matter-Duplicator.

Optimus Prime:

The Matter-Duplicator... but it doesn't work! It never worked!

Teletran One's screen dissolves into static.

Optimus Prime:

Hmn... that's strange... Teletran One must be having some internal prob--

Prime reaches for the keyboard, but stops short when he sees his hands, covered with patches of Cosmic Rust.

Optimus Prime:

My hands! Cosmic Rust! I... I had no choice... I had to rescure Perceptor...

He turns, and sees that Ratchet and Blaster are also covered with rust.

Optimus Prime:

Ratchet! Blaster!

Blaster:

Oh, no! What's goin' on here, man? I'm too young to die!

Ratchet:

Hey... it's suddenly getting hot in here!

We cut to outside, and see the Decepticons firing the Lightning Bug at the Autobot base.

Rumble:

Why not use it at full power, and melt Autobot Headquarters to the ground?

Megatron:

I don't want to melt them, Rumble - I want to let them suffer... slowly! (laughs) Soon they'll all be nothing but rusted scrap!

Back inside, the Autobots become aware of the Decepticons' plans.

Optimus Prime:

He must be using that ray to spread the germs.

Perceptor:

Then there's no time to lose. Come with me, Wheeljack, we have work to do!

(Scene change)

Wheeljack and Perceptor work on the Matter-Duplicator. Wheeljack shuts an access panel, and presses a button. Nothing happens. They both look at eachother,then Perceptor kick the machine twice, and it springs to life.

Perceptor:

Tremendous!

Wheeljack:

It works!

(Scene change)

In the Decepticon base, Soundwave enters the command centre.

Megatron:

Well, Soundwave, has Laserbeak returned with the visuals?

Soundwave:

AFFIRMATIVE.

Soundwave presses his shoulder button, and removes Laserbeak, in cassette mode, from his chest, and inserts him into the computer and presses a button. On-screen, the image of the sick and rusting Autobots appears.

Megatron (sarcastic):

How terrible...!

We see Optimus Prime talking with the rusting Bumblebee.

Bumblebee:

S... s... somebody's gotta get us back to Cybertron, Prime... I... I never thought the end would come like this...

Megatron (thinking out loud):

Too bad you used all the Corrostop on the human statue, and gave the rest to me! (chuckle) Well, rust in peace, Prime!
On-screen, Perceptor runs in.

Perceptor:

We did it! We're going to be saved!

Megatron:

What?!

Perceptor:

We finally got the Matter-Duplicator working! All we have to do is scrap some Corrostop from the Statue of Liberty, and we'll mass produce it!

Megatron:

We must hurry!

Soundwave:

WHAT IS OUR DESTINATION?

Megatron:

The Statue of Liberty, of course!

We cut to a shot of the docking tower rising up from underwater, and the Deceptcions flying out the hatch.

Megatron (contd.):

Pity it wont be there by the time the Autobots arrive...!

(Scene change)

We open on Liberty Island, at night, as the Stunticons pilot their stolen boat towards the statue, and the other Decepticons fly overhead.

Megatron:

Stunticons! Transform and merge into Menasor!

The Stunticons get off the boat and combine into Menasor.

Megatron:

Now, the Lightning Bug! You shall have the honour of firing the heat ray!

Menasor picks up the Lightning Bug and primes it to fire.

Optimus Prime (V/O):

Drop it, Menasor!

Megatron:

Prime! Show yourself!

The Autobots appear, all standing on the Statue of Liberty.

Optimus Prime:

Retreat now, Megatron!

Megatron:

And who will make me, Prime?

Megatron fires his fusion cannon, knocking Prime off the statue's head. Prime just manages to catch onto one of the spikes on the statues crown.

Megatron:

You have no power left, Prime! The Cosmic Rust has infiltrated your logic circuits!

Optimus Prime:

Maybe so, but I'll bet it hasn't affected my aim!

Prime blasts at Megatron, who just manages to avoid the shots. The other Autobots and Decepticons start firing.

Megatron:

Menasor! Turn up the heat!

Menasor activates the Lightning Bug, but then, the Aerialbots arrive!

Silverbolt:

Attack!

They swarm and blast around Menasor, who grunts and swipes at them in anger, dropping the heat ray as he does so.

Silverbolt:

Aerialbots! Transform into Superion!

The Aerialbots merge into Superion. Menasor reaches for the heat ray, but gets blasted by Superion as he does so. Superion makes a grab for it, but Menasor tackles him. Superion grabs him, and bodyslams him, causing him to disengage into the separate Stunticons. Superion then blasts the Lightning Bug to bits.

Megatron:

My heat ray! Decepticons - abandon positions and fly out!

Megatron and Soundwave fly away, as the Stunticons transform to robot mode and hastily follow.

(Scene change)

Early morning at Liberty Island. The assembled Autobots have been cured of Cosmic Rust.

Optimus Prime:

I think we've seen the last of Cosmic Rust.

Bumblebee:

Yeah, and we saved a lady at the same time.

Optimus Prime:

Lady?

Bumblebee:

That one!

Bumblebee points to the Statue of Liberty, as all the Autobots cheer.

Fade to black.

End Act Three.

End Episode.
VOICE TALENTS

Rumble - Frank Welker

Astrotrain - Jack Angel

Starscream - Chris Latta

Megatron - Frank Welker

Antillan Autobot Hologram - Paul Eiding

Perceptor - Paul Eiding

Silverbolt - Charlie Adler

Air Raid - Rob Paulsen

Breakdown - Alan Oppenheimer

Wildrider - Terry McGovern

Dragstrip - Ron Gans

Motormaster - Roger C. Carmel

Optimus Prime - Peter Cullen

Dead End - Phillip Clarke

Skydive - Laurie Faso

Blitzwing - Ed Gilbert

Cosmos - Mike McConnohie

Blaster - Buster Jones

Slingshot - Rob Paulsen

Fireflight - Jeff MacKay

Wheeljack - Chris Latta

Teletran One - Casey Kasem

Ratchet - Don Messick

Soundwave - Frank Welker

Bumblebee - Dan Gilvezan

Menasor - Regis Cordic

Superion - Ed Gilbert

