THE RETURN OF 

OPTIMUS PRIME

PART ONE
We open on a familiar starfield, as a ship, the Solaris One, slowly flies in from off-screen. On board are Doctor Gregory Swafford and Jessica Morgan. Swafford communicates with Jessica's father, Doctor Mark Morgan, via a viewscreen.

Swafford:

The heat-resistant alloys are holding firm, as we suspected. We did it!

Morgan:

Why, that's great, Gregory! So, why don't you get my daughter away from there and head back home? We'll have a celebration!

Jessica:

Dad, don't encourage Gregory to celebrate yet. We still need to test closer to the sun.

On the ship's viewscreen, a ship can be seen flying towards the central planet in the sun's system.

Jessica:

Gregory...

Swafford:

I see it, Jessica... it's on a collision course with that planet!

We get a close look at the ship... something about it is familiar to us...

A small screen on the Solaris One produces information about the ship. Jessica presses a button.

Jessica:

I'm... picking up life-signs.

The computer viewscreen displays an image of the ship's command centre. We can see, sitting motionless in the pilot's seat, the body of the Autobot leader, Optimus Prime. We realise that the ship is, in fact, the Autobot flagship that Optimus piloted at the end of the episode, 'Dark Awakening', which collided into the planet and exploded. Swafford and Jessica have obviously arrived just before this is about to happen.

Jessica:

It's... an Autobot.

Swafford:

Optimus Prime...!

Swafford touches a scar on his cheek, and we flashback several years, to see a battle between Prime, and the former Decepticon leader, Megatron, in a laboratory of some sort. Swafford runs into the middle of this battle, and is caught in an explosion.

End flashback.

Swafford:

Prime did this to me! This is his fault!

Jessica:

No, Gregory! It was that other Transformer. Optimus Prime is an Autobot - a good robot! If you don't want to help me save him, you can stay here!

Jessica walks over to a rack of spacesuits.

(Scene change)

Swafford and Jessica fly into the flagship in suits with jet packs.

Swafford:

All robots are alike, Jessie! Why do you insist on risking your life?

They reach Optimus Prime's body.

Swafford:

We only have five minutes to get back aboard the Solaris before... Ka-boom!

Jessica:

So don't just float there - help me!

They begin to tie cables around Optimus's body. Swafford's watch keeps time for them.

Swafford's Watch (V/O):

Four minutes remaining.

Optimus's arm shifts and falls near Swafford, who jumps aside.

Swafford:

Uhn! Lousy robot!

Swafford punches Optimus's arm.

Jessica:

Oh, way to go, him 'em when they're down.

Swafford's Watch (V/O):

Three minutes remaining.

They move Optimus's body back out through the hatch into the Solaris.

Swafford's Watch (V/O):

Two minutes remaining.

Swafford:

Leave him! Let's get out of here!

Jessica:

No, I've almost got it...!

Jessica shifts Optimus's foot, and he is completely inside the Solaris.

Swafford's Watch (V/O):

One minute remaining.

We shift to an exterior shot of the Solaris One.

Swafford's Watch (V/O):

Ten seconds remaning... nine... eight...

The flagship smashes into the central planet, and the sun goes nova. The Solaris is just ahead of the blast wave, but something from inside the sun is coating the ship.

Swafford:

What's coating the monitor? ...looks like some kind of spore...!

Jessica:

Who cares? Gregory, the sun's going nova - and our ship's surviving! Our experiment's a success!

Jessica presses a button on the console.

Jessica (contd.):

Prepare for acceleration. We're going home.

Fade to an exterior shot of Morgan's laboratory on Earth. We cut to inside, and see that Swafford and Jessica have returned. The body of Optimus Prime lies to one side, as Morgan and Swafford study the spores from the sun.

Morgan:

These spores are definitely alive!

Morgan adds some of the spores into a tank containing two lab rats. The spores settle on one rat, and it begins to glow with a red aura. The rat immediately attacks the other viciously, startling the three humans. Then, at the touch of the first rat, the second rat begins to glow red too, and begins attacking it's fellow with equal ferocity.

Swafford:

The spores are a virus that manifests hatred! They're trying to destroy each other!

Morgan presses a button, and a wall rises up out of the base of the tank, separating the rats.
Morgan:

Incredible... when we write our reports...

Jessica:

Reports? Dad, don't you see how crazy this is? Get rid of those spores, shoot them back into space! If they contaminate people, they could make World War Two look like a schoolyard brawl!

Morgan:

Honey, a think you're a--

Morgan is cut off as the whole lab starts shaking around them, and rubble falls to the ground.

Swafford:

What... what's happening?!
We cut to an exterior shot of the lab, and see the Terrorcons - Hun-Grrr, Cutthroat, Blot, Sinnertwin and Rippersnapper - flying overhead, blasting at the building.

Cutthroat:

Raaaawk! Galvatron wants the heat-resistant metal that's in there!

Sinnertwin:

We'll take it!

The Terrorcons land and continue blasting. A laser beam hits Hun-Grrr in the chest. He transforms to creature mode.

Hun-Grrr:

Nothing will stop us!

The other Terrorcons transform, and Cutthroat and Rippersnapper land behind Hun-Grrr as Sinnertwin looks for the source of the beam that hit Hun-Grrr.

Sinnertwin:

Technobots!

The Technobots - Scattershot, Strafe, Lightspeed, Afterburner and Nosecone - zoom towards the lab.

Scattershot:

Rodimus was right! That report about that new alloy drew the Decepticons like a magnet!

The Technobots transform and start blasting.

Afterburner:

Ah can't wait ta sizzle their circuits!

Lightspeed:

Let's do it!

Hun-Grrr:

Have to fight back! Terrorcons, merge and form Abominus!

The Terrorcons transform and combine into Abominus.

Abominus:

RRRAGGH!

Scattershot:

Big trouble! We need Computron!

The Technobots combine into Computron, who pause for a moment to devise a battle plan.

Abominus:

Computron think too much!

Abominus blasts Computron in the chest, and he keels over, crashing into the lab. Inside, we see the roof give way.

Jessica:

Dad!

Jessica pushes her father out of the way, but is buried under some rubble.

The Terrorcons, meanwhile, disengage and enter the lab.

Sinnertwin:

(Head #1)

The alloy!
(Head #2)

It's here!

Sinnertwin picks up two bars of the metal, one in each mouth. The Technobots storm in, weapons blasting, as the other Terrorcons grab as much of the alloy as they can.

Hun-Grrr:

Got what we want! We go! Fight another day!

The Terrorcons escape.

Scattershot lifts the piece of rubble under which Jessica is buried.

Scattershot:

Strafe! Summon First Aid! The female human is hurt!

Morgan pounds on Scattershot's leg.

Morgan:

Get away from her, you killers! Don't touch her! Leave my daughter alone!

The Protectobots have arrived. Strafe puts Jessica on a stretcher, but Morgan shoves his hand away.

Morgan:

Get away, I said! I can do this!
 Swafford and Morgan life the stretcher and put her into an ambulance. They do not realise, however, that the ambulance is the Protectobot, First Aid. Hot Spot and Blades transform and walk off with the Technobots after First Aid.

First Aid:

We'll bring your daughter to County General, sir!

Morgan:

The... the ambulance! It... it's one of them! The-they're taking away Jessica! Agh! I hate them, Gregory! I hate them all!

Swafford:

Mark, we're not helpless. We can use the spores - make the robots hate and destroy each other. Remember, we have their leader. We have the body of Optimus Prime! When we're done, the new Optimus Prime wont be the Autobots' leader - he'll be their destroyer!

We fade to an exterior shot of County General hospital. Several scenes of Jessica, on an operating table, surrounded by surgeons, are juxtaposed with scenes of Swafford working on Optimus Prime's body. The voices of Swafford and Morgan can be heard.

Morgan (V/O):

I'm her father - I demand to see her!

Morgan (V/O):

Any improvement? Any at all?

Swafford (V/O):

They'll suffer for this, Jessica...

We fade to a substantial shot of Jessica being wheeled down a corridor in a wheelchair by a nurse. Morgan and Swafford run to meet her, a floor up.

Morgan:

My daughter's awake - and you didn't call me?!

Morgan and Swafford runs down the flight of stairs, and find Jesica surrounded by the Protectobots. He looks at them with disgust, and then stops and stares at Jessica.

Morgan:

Jessie... what have these monsters done to you?!

We see that Jessica is wearing a metallic exo-skeleton from the waist down.

Jessica:

Dad! I can walk!

First Aid:

Doctor Morgan, her legs were paralysed in the accident. This exo-skeleton will enable her to move about.

Jessica staggers to her father's arms, still trying to get the hand of the exo-skeleton, but obviously not distraught about it, unlike her father.

Morgan:

Good heavens, Jessica! Don't you see what they're doing? They're destroying you like they destroy everything else!

Hot Spot:

No! We just wanna help!

Morgan:

How?! By turning my daughter into a robot?!

Jessica:

Dad! They made it so I could walk again!

Hot Spot:

We thought you'd be pleased!

Morgan:

Pleased?! At my daughter becoming a blasted machine?!

(to Jessica)

You're coming home with me, right now!

(Scene change)

Back at Morgan's lab, Optimus Prime's body lies on a conveyor. Swafford's attempts to infect or otherwise affect Optimus with the spores have failed.

Swafford:

It's no use. At least he needn't be a complete waste - we can use his metal as raw material for making more of our alloy!

Swafford hits a button on a control panel, and the conveyor starts moving, carrying Optimus's body towards a furnace.

Jessica:

No! You can't do this! STOP!

Optimus is about to enter the furnace, as we:

Fade to black.

End Act One.

Fade in.

Jessica grabs onto Optimus Prime's arm and tugs on it, though it's obvious she's never going to move him.

Jessica:

You can't do this!

Morgan:

Jessica, please...!

Jessica:

No, no! The Autobots helped me walk! He's their leader! You can't destroy him!

Swafford:

Mark, she's right!

Swafford stops the conveyor.

Swafford (contd.):

He is their leader. If the others knew where he was, they'd come for him... and when they came, our spores could be waiting for them!

Morgan:

Jessica, we need you. Find a robot - any Autobot - tell them their leader is here.

Jessica:

No, I can't! Dad, it's wrong! The Autobots aren't out enemies!

Morgan:

They aren't? Look at Gregory's face. Look at your legs! They're paralysed because of those metal menaces! No, I'm not wrong, honey - you are! Do what I say - because I'm your father, and you know I'm right.

Jessica:

All right... all right, I'll do it... but I'll hate it... I just hope I don't also learn to hate you.

(Scene change)

Ultra Magnus, in vehicle mode, with Jessica, drives into Autobot City.

Ultra Magnus:

You're absolutely certain of your facts, Miss Morgan?

Jessica:

I know what my father is planning. Please take me to see Rodimus Prime.

Meanwhile, Rodimus Prime contemplates a statue of Optimus Prime.

Rodimus Prime:

Why do I keep seeing you in my dreams, Optimus? Are you telling me I'm not the leader you were? (Sigh) I already know that, Optimus. I always have.

Ultra Magnus pulls up. Jessica gets out, and he transforms.

Ultra Magnus:

Rodimus, I think you ought to listen to this. We've got trouble.

Jessica:

You've been so kind, and I owe you so much...

Rodimus Prime:

You were hurt. We were trying to help.

Jessica:

I know.. but my father doesn't. He wants me to betray the Autobots.

Rodimus Prime:

How?

Jessica:

We... we intercepted Optimus's ship before that star went nova... we...

Rodimus Prime:

What are you saying? Is... Optimus alive?!

Jessica:

No... but my father has his body in his lab.

Rodimus Prime:

Ultra Magnus, we have to retrieve Optimus's body, to put him where he can rest in peace!

Jessica:

But that's what my father wants you to do! It's a trap!

Silently, from above, the Decepticon spy cassette, Ratbat, watches and records the proceedings.

Rodimus Prime:

I... don't care...!

Ultra Magnus:

Rodimus, don't be hasty. Listen to her.

Rodimus Prime:

I'll listen on the way. Put together an assault force!

Ultra Magnus:

Protectobots - Hot Spot, Groove, Streetwise, First Aid and Blades - transform into Defensor!

The Protectobots transform and merge into Defensor.

Ultra Magnus:

Aerialbots - Silverbolt, Air Raid, Skydive, Fireflight and Slignshot - transform into Superion!

The Aerialbots transform into Superion.

Ultra Magnus:

Throttlebots! Transform!

The Throttlebots - Chase, Freeway, Wideload, Rollbar and Searchlight - transform to their vehicle modes.

Ultra Magnus:

And finally - last but not least - Blurr, Bumblebee, Steeljaw and Wheelie - transform!

Blurr, Kup and Wheelie transform to vehicle mode, and Steeljaw transforms to cassette mode and apparently goes inside Wheelie.
Rodimus Prime:

Jessica, climb in! Autobots - roll out!

Rodimus transforms, Jessica gets in, and they drive off. Ratbat flies off, having all the information he needs.

(Scene change)

Ratbat returns to the Decepticons' temporary base, a disused football stadium. Soundwave spots him.

Soundwave:

RATBAT HAS RETURNED. RATBAT - REPORT.

Ratbat transforms to cassette mode and lands in Soundwave's chest. He plays back the recording for Galvatron to hear.

Jessica (V/O, coming from Ratbat):

My father has his body in the lab...

Galvatron:

So... Optimus Prime may yet live. But not for much longer!

(Scene change)

The Autobots arrive at Morgan's lab, and transform.

Jessica:

Optimus is in the lab, in the back.

Rodimus Prime:

Ultra Magnus, take the Aerialbots and Throttlebots and circle around. Jessica and I will enter here and distract Swafford and Morgan while you retrieve Optimus's body. The rest of you, I need patrolling the area. The Decepticons were here once - they may return. We don't need Decepticons making this any harder than it already is.

Blurr, Bumblebee, Kup, Steeljaw and Wheelie transform and head off. Superion disengages into the separate Aerialbots.

Rodimus Prime (contd.):

Defensor, stay here for backup. And remember, everyone - don't touch any red dust!

Jessica and Rodimus enter the lab.

Jessica:

Dad? Dad? ...Rodimus, come here!

Rodimus runs in, and sees Optimus's body lying unceremoniously on the floor.

Rodimus Prime:

Optimus!

Jessica:

I don't understand... Optimus was in the back lab... my father must have...!

Rodimus Prime:

...set a trap for the others!

The rush to the back lab, but they're too late. The spores are already spilling in through vents in the walls, infecting Ultra Magnus and the others. Rodimus moves to break open the glass screen separating them.

Jessica:

No, Rodimus! It's... too late...
The Autobots begin to glow with the red aura, and attack each other.

Rodimus Prime:

We've got to get Optimus out of here!

He and Jessica run.

Ultra Magnus:

Where's that punk, Rodimus Prime?! I WANT HIM!

The Aerialbots combine into Superion and smash out of the lab. They start blasting Defensor, who fires back.

Defensor:

Can't risk my energy by setting up a forcefield... better escape... before Superion infects us!

Defensor disengages into the separate Protectobots, who transform and zoom off.

Hot Spot:

Roll out!

(Scene change)

Ultra Magnus smashes through a wall in vehicle mode, and finds Rodimus, who's also in vehicle mode, with Optimus's body resting on his trailer.

Ultra Magnus:

There you are, you puny whimp!

Rodimus Prime:

Jessica, get in and hold on tight!

Rodimus roars off down the corridor, to be pursued by Ultra Magnus, and followed by more infected Autobots. He rounds a corner, to see Morgan standing with a jar full of the spores.

Morgan:

I got you, you lousy robot!

Morgan throws the jar, but Rodimus backs up, and is just able to avoid it as it shatters. Rodimus heads off down another corridor.

Jessica:

Down here, then turn right! We can leave through the loading area!

As Rodimus enters the loading area, Bruticus smashes the door open. Galvatron and the Stunticons enter behind him.

Galvatron:

We've come for Optimus! Where are you hiding that coward?

Ultra Magnus rushes forward, and punches Bruticus in the gut, infecting him with the spores.

Ultra Magnus:

Raaaagh!

Bruticus turns on the Stunticons, infecting them. They all begin fighting amongst themselves.

Galvatron:

The Autobots are acting like madmen!

Rodimus Prime:

It's a madness plague, Galvatron! If one of those Transformers touches you, you're infected!

Galvatron:

You're lying!

Rodimus zooms past and out the door.

Rodimus Prime:

Fine, whatever makes you a happy Decepticon! Just watch your rear thrusters!

Galvatron:

They've all gone mad! This is no place for me!

Galvatron flies off.

(Scene change)

Kup, Blurr and Bumblebee pull up behind Superion and transform.

Kup:

That's enough, Superion!

(to the others)

Remember, don't let him touch you, or we'll all be contaminated!

Various police cars pull up, and policemen pour out and fire at Superion with no effect. Superion stamps on and crushes one car, and fires at the Autobots, downing Kup, Bumblebee, Wheelie and Steeljaw. Blurr jumps into the air and blasts at his face, with equally little effect. Superion blasts him, and turns and walks off.

Meanwhile, Defensor is clearing humans off a bridge as Superion approaches.

Defensor:

Everybody, get off the bridge while you still can!

Superion swoops in from the air, blasting at Defensor. Defensor grabs a girder, and smashes Superion in the head with it, knocking him back into the bridge cables, which catapult him back into the air. Defensor runs, but Superion grabs him, and infects him. The Protectobots disengage and begin fighting amongst themselves.

(Scene change)

Rodimus returns to Metroplex, carrying Optimus. Wreck-Gar meets him in the repair bay.

Wreck-Gar:

Ay-yi-yi-yi-yi! Lucy, Lucy, what have you done now?

Rodimus Prime:

Wreck-Gar, help me see if there's anything that can be done with Optimus.

Wreck-Gar lifts Optimus's body off as Jessica gets out and Rodimus transforms. Wreck-Gar picks Optimus's body up.

Wreck-Gar:

I'm a doctor, not a forklift!

He sets him on a table, and examines him.

Wreck-Gar:

His engines, they cannae take the strain.

Rodimus Prime:

Wreck-Gar, any hope the Junkions can repair him?

Wreck-Gar:

He's dead, Jim.

Jessica:

Who built Optimus in the first place?

Rodimus Prime:

The Quintessons... and they revived him once before!

Rodimus calls up Sky Lynx, who is out in space, on a monitor.

Rodimus Prime:

Come in, Sky Lynx! Find me a Quintesson!

Sky Lynx:

A Quintesson? But they're in hiding at the far reaches of the galaxy!

Rodimus Prime:

What's the matter, don't you think you can handle it?

Sky Lynx (indignant):

Of course I can handle it, but what on Cybertron do you want with a Quintesson?

Rodimus Prime:

I need a Quintesson to rebuild Optimus Prime!

Sky Lynx:

Optimus Prime?! I will not rest until I have found you a Quintesson!

Sky Lynx transforms to shuttle mode.

Sky Lynx (contd.):

Though it may stress my superior engines beyond endurance...

Rodimus Prime:

Just DO it!

Meanwhile, outside, Ultra Magnus blasts his way into the city.

Rodimus Prime:

I have to disconnect Metroplex. If the plague were to infect him...

Jessica:

I know... it's a terrible thought...

Rodimus Prime:

I'm sorry, Metroplex, but I have to do this.

Metroplex (V/O):

I understand, Rodimus.

Rodimus hits buttons on the console in front of him, but as he does so, we see the reflection of the infected Ultra Magnus in the viewscreen, as we:

Fade to black.

End Act Two.

Fade in.

Rodimus sees Ultra Magnus's reflection.

Rodimus Prime:

Ultra Magnus...!

Rodimus weaves and dodges, avoiding Ultra Magnus's touch. He rips a chunk of metal from a table and smashes Ultra Magnus with it. He quickly returns to the console.

Rodimus Prime:

One more switch and Metroplex is safe...!

He hits the last switch, and the lights on the console go out. Ultra Magnus jumps into the air, and crashes down onto the console.

Rodimus runs outside, transforms, and flees.

Rodimus Prime:

Fight the disease, Ultra Magnus, not me!

Ultra Magnus gives chase, smashing through a wall and blocking off Rodimus's escape route.

Ultra Magnus:

It's over, kid! I've won!

Rodimus transforms and jumps over Magnus.

Rodimus Prime:

Don't believe it, old friend!

He transforms back again and roars off. Ultra Magnus transforms to robot mode.

Ultra Magnus:

You can't escape, Rodimus! I can track your gas fumes anywhere!

(Scene change)

Ultra Magnus now has Rodimus cornered in a dead-end corridor, and advances on him with his gun.

Ultra Magus:

Like I said before, kid - it's all over!

Rodimus looks around, when suddenly, Magnus trips and falls backwards, getting tangled up in a cable.

Rodimus Prime:

And as I said before, don't believe it!

Wreck-Gar appears from around a corner, holding a length of cable that he used to trip Magnus. 

Rodimus Prime:

You certainly took long enough...!

Wreck-Gar:

Well, excuuuuuuse us!

Rodimus Prime:

Hey, I'm not complaining. But now, what do we do with him?

Suddenly, Magnus yanks the cable, and pulls Wreck-Gar in close, grabbing his arm. Rodimus blasts him away.

Rodimus Prime:

You okay?

Wreck-Gar turns, and begins to glow with the red aura - he's been infected too!

Wreck-Gar:

Heh heh! I'm a Pepper! Wouldn't you like to be a Pepper too?

Wreck-Gar grabs Rodimus's arm, and infects him. Rodimus laughs insanely and fires his gun into the air, then transforms and drives off.

(Scene change)

A TV news reporter, Bonnie Carlson, broadcasts the story about the plague.

Carlson:

Bonnie Carlson for KSUN TV. The Hate Plague, as it's become known, is spreading like wildfire across our world. It began with infected Transformers, but soon spread to our human population as well.

We see Brawl transform to tank mode and drive into a crowd of humans, infecting them all. He then infects Tantrum.

Carlson (contd.):

How many of us will be infected? Is there any cure? If not, when will the plague end? And will any of us be alive to see the end?

Tantrum infects Razorclaw. We see an infected Vortex blast at a commercial air liner, and infect it's human passengers. Predaking rampages, as humans go mad around him.

(Scene change)

On a barren planet, a lone Quintesson is being chased by a horde of infected Sharkticons.

Quintesson:

No! Stay away! Keep back!

Sky Lynx appears overhead.

Sky Lynx:

Need a lift, Quintesson?

Quintesson:

Yes, yes! Let me in!

Sharkticon:

Get him! Infect them all!

Sky Lynx:

Not so fast! You can only come aboard if you agree to restore Optimus Prime to life!

Quintesson:

I'll do it!

Sky Lynx lands, and the Quintesson rushes inside. Sky Lynx takes off again.

(Scene change)

Back on Earth, in Autobot City, Sky Lynx and the Quintesson examine Optimus Prime's body.

Quintesson:

This is not going to be easy...

Sky Lynx:

Just be sure you do it right!

Fade to a scene of the Quintesson working on Prime.

Quintesson:

I've got he main memory bar finished. Start power to it.

Sky Lynx hits a button, and there is an explosion.

Quintesson:

Too much power, you metal moron! Do as I say or your leader will never be revived!

Cut to a shot of Optimus Prime's legs moving.

Sky Lynx:

Jolly good show!

Quintesson:

Legs are operative, now the arms!

The Quintesson gets to work on the arms.

Quintesson:

Watch out!

Optimus's arm jerks out and punches Sky Lynx, sending him flying back and crashing into a wall.

Sky Lynx:

You did that on purpose!

Quintesson:

It was an accident... ah, that's better!

Sky Lynx:

So, how much longer?

Quintesson:

We're almost done! And what are you going to do about the plague?

Sky Lynx:

Optimus will know what to do... I hope...

Fade to a shot of Optimus, sitting in a chair amongst some machinery.

Sky Lynx:

There's no time left for mistakes! The world needs a leader - now!

Quintesson:

Once again, we are ready... but if this doesn't work... Optimus Prime will never live again!

The Quintesson flicks a switch, and the machinery explodes with light. After a second, the silhouetted form of Optimus Prime stands up from the chair, and the light fades.

Sky Lynx:

Optimus...!

Quintesson:

I've done it! Optimus Prime lives!

Sky Lynx:

It's true... our leader... is back!

Optimus Prime:

Yes, Sky Lynx - and this time, no force in the universe can stop me!

To Be Continued!

Fade to black.

End Act Three.

End Episode.

PART TWO

We return to the laboratory scene seconds before we left.

Sky Lynx:

Our leader... is back!

Optimus Prime:

Yes, Sky Lynx - and this time, no force in the universe will stop me!

Optimus begins removing external wires from his armour.

Optimus Prime (contd.):

How long... have I been gone?

Sky Lynx:

Too long. We are all in grave danger!

Optimus Prime:

Tell me all that has happened.

Sky Lynx begins to relate the events from Part One, and we see numerous scenes from that episode to illustrate his story.

Sky Lynx:

It all started when you were rescued by Jessica Morgan and Doctor Swafford. Their experimental spaceship shielded your body when the star went nova, but their spaceship was covered with solar spores. Swaffrod brought you back to his laboratory on Earth, where he and his partner discovered that the spores release hate. They sought to infect your lifeless body with the virus, and when that failed, they used you to lure the Autobots to the lab. There, they infected Ultra Magnus and the others. It was Autobot against Autobot, and then Decepticon against Decepticon. Even the Quintessons were not safe from the madness. I rescued this Quintesson to try to revive you. That was Rodimus's last instruction, before...

Optimus Prime:

Rodimus... what happened to him?

Sky Lynx:

I'm afraid that he has been infected as well. You're our last hope, Optimus.

Optimus Prime:

(Looks at the Quintesson)

You rescued me? You? A Quintesson?

Quintesson:

I had no choice! The entire galaxy is threatened!

Optimus Prime:

Have any of the Autobots avoided contamination?

Sky Lynx:

Not many... and those that have were injured battling Superion. They may be damaged beyond repair.

Optimus Prime:

Who? Tell me.

Sky Lynx:

Kup and Wheelie... Blurr and Steeljaw... Bumblebee...

Optimus Prime:

Then let's find them and get them into the repair bay. We'll need your help.

Optimus points at the Quintesson, who grumbles and lifts up a tool.

(Scene change)

The bodies of Kup, Blurr, Steeljaw and Bumblebee lie on tables in the repair bay. For some reason, Wheelie is not present. Instead, Blaster lies on the fifth table. Bumblebee also looks very different, but we will see why momentarily. The Quintesson finishes working on them.

Quintesson:

I've finished. They are all restored.

They all get up, a little woozy.

Blurr:

Oohh.... ohh....

Optimus Prime:

I see you're no worse for wear than I was.

Blurr:

...Optimus...?OptimusYou'reAliveYou'reAliveIDon'tBelieveThisIDon'tBelieveThisDoYouGuys BelieveThisIt'sOptimus!

Kup:

Optimus Prime... by gosh, is it really you? I... I must be dreamin'!

Optimus Prime:

No, this is real. I'm back, and now, so are you.

We get a clear look at the new-look Bumblebee.

Bumblebee:

Back? I'm better than ever! Look at this new paint job! I've gone beyond bein' just plain ol' Bumblebee! I'm a gold bug!

Optimus Prime:

(Laughs)

That you are, Bumblebee, so from now on, that's exactly who you'll be - Goldbug!

Kup:

I can't begin to tell ya how great it is to have ya back, Optimus!

Optimus Prime:

It's great to be back, Kup.

Blurr:

Yeah!Let'sGoKickSomeDeceptiTail!I'mReadingWillingAndAbleYouCan'tKeepAGoodRobotDownKnowWhatIMean?Let'sGoLet'sGoLet'sGoWhatAreWeWaitingFor?

Goldbug:

Chill out, Blurr! We need a plan! Okay, Optimus - what's the plan?

Optimus Prime:

I... have no plan.

Blurr:

What?NoPlan?NoPlan?ButIfYouDon'tHaveAPlanOptimusThenHowAreWeGonnaFightThePlague?CauseIfWeCan'tFightThePlagueWe'reAllDoomedDoomedDoomed!

Optimus Prime:

Without the Matrix of Leadership, I no longer possess the accumulated wisdom of our ancient leaders. But, if I can regain the Matrix, perhaps an answer can be found.

Kup:

But the Matrix is within Rodimus Prime! If you try to take it from him, you'll be infected too!

Optimus Prime:

There must be a way to get the Matrix...

Jessica:

I belive I have the answer.

Optimus Prime:

You must be Jessica Morgan. I hear I owe you my life.

Jessica:

I did what I had to do. I'm just happy to have you here. The metal my father, Doctor Swafford and I have been working on is impervious to heat and radiation.

Optimus Prime:

Then... if I were to coat myself with that metal, it might protect me from the infection and enable me to reclaim the Matrix.

Jessica:

Yes... but the Decepticons raided my fathers laboratory and stole all the metal we had.

Kup:

No problem, sister! We'll just take it back!

Blurr:

YouSaidItThat'sItRightRightRight!

The assembled Autobots cheer.

Goldbug:

Let's go kick some Decepticreeps!

Jessica:

Not so fast! You've got to take me with you!

Optimus Prime:

Sorry, Jessica, that's too dangerous.

Jessica:

Any more than rescuing you from an exploding sun?

Optimus Prime:

...you've made your point. Welcome aboard.

Kup:

Why, we even have an exosuit that'll fit her!

Optimus Prime:

Autobots - Transform and roll out!

(Scene change)

On the Decepticon-controlled planet of Charr, Galvatron, still having escaped infection, is on the run from all of his infected former soldiers. He dodges numerous blasts from the Sweeps, but gets tossed around by the explosion shockwaves.

Galvatron:

Fools! I am your leader!

Galvatron transforms to cannon mode, and blows a Sweep out of the sky. He transforms back and flees, taking to the air.

Galvatron:

It's no use! You're all crazed!

He lands, but turns to see Predaking firing at him.

Galvatron:

Argh! Have I no friends left?!

Cyclonus and Scourge appear.
Cyclonus:

Well, well, what have we here?

Scourge:

Looks like somethin' the cat dragged in!

Galvatron runs for cover as the Predacons disengage. Then, Optimus Prime drives up over the horizon and transforms to robot mode, followed by the other Autobots.

Cyclonus:

Autobots!

The Decepticons fire at the Autobots, who return fire.

Galvatron:

The Autobots are trying to save me...! What madness is this?

Optimus Prime:

Galvatron! It's Optimus Prime! Can you hear me?

Galvatron:

Optimus?! How is it possible that you live?!

Optimus Prime:

No time to explain now! We must team together to save ourselves!

Galvatron:

What? Against those lunatics?

The battle continues with ferocity.

Galvatron:

I have no choice... very well, Optimus! We combine forces.. for now...

Kup:

Think we can trust him?

Optimus Prime:

No. But what choice have we?

Galvatron rushes to join the Autobots, and is thrown towards Optimus by and explosion, who catches him.

Optimus Prime:

I've got you!

Cyclonus:

Decepticons, retreat!

The Decepticons fly off, for some reason best known to Cyclonus.

Galvatron:

They'll be back as soon as they recharge. Follow me!

Galvatron leads the Autobots into a tunnel, then transforms and fires back at them. However, he's really only causing a cave-in to block off the opening.

Galvatron:

We'll be safe here, for a while.

(transforms back)

Why are you on Charr?

Optimus Prime:

You are in possession of a precious metal, which holds the key to the cure for this horrible plague. Without it, we will all be destroyed.

Galvatron:

Hmn... you need the metal. Very well. I'll take you to it.

Jessica (whisper):

Can he be trusted?

Kup (whisper):

Not for an instant.

Galvatron:

Be warned, though, this is not an easy trek!

Galvatron leads the Autobots through numerous underground passages. The Autobots are in vehicle mode, until they have to transform to climb a rock face. They soon arrive at a giant web-type construct.

Goldbug:

Wow!

Galvatron:

The path is clear! Let's hurry!

Galvatron and Optimus move out onto the web, carefully.

Goldbug:

I don't like this...!

The other Autobots move out too, when suddenly, a giant spider creature appears! Galvatron immediately flies up into the air, off the web.

Galvatron (sarcastic):

Oh, my! It looks like I was wrong!

Jessica:

(gasp)

A spider!

The Autobots turn around, shocked.

Galvatron:

Autobots can't fly... Muhuhahaha!

The web breaks under Kup, and he falls, but Blurr grabs him and pulls him back up.

Kup:

Thanks, Blurr. I'll remember this.

Blurr:

OhDon'tMentionItItWasReallyNothingYouDon'tHaveToThankMeAnySelf-RespectingAutobotWouldHaveDoneTheSameThingSoDon'tWorryAboutThankingMeItWasNothing!

The spider entwines Goldbugs with it's tongue.

Goldbug:

No.. No! Heeeeeeeeeeeelp!

Goldbug is pulled in ever closer to the spider's mouth as we:

Fade to black.

End Act One.

Fade in.

Blaster and Optimus fire on the spider, breaking the web, and sending it hurtling to its doom as the explosions blow Goldbug free. Goldbug sits where he fell on another piece of web, but it then crumbles too, and he falls, but Optimus grabs him and hauls him back up.

Goldbug:
Aaah!

Galvatron:

Muahahahahahaha!

Jessica:

You set us up!

Galvatron:

Don't be absurd! I was ready to help, but I knew you didn't need me! Come along!

Galvatron takes to the air again.

Kup:

Why I oughta...!

Optimus Prime:

Forget it, Kup. It's the mission that's important now.

A little later, they are still walking onward through the caverns.

Galvatron:

Come on, Optimus! Tell me! Why do you want this metal? How will it be used? Why is it so precious?

Optimus Prime:

I've explained it to you.

Galvatron:

You told me it was important, but you didn't tell me why!

Optimus Prime:

That's because I know you too well, Galvatron.

(Scene change)

Even later, the Autobots are still following Galvatron, when suddenly, leeches drop from the cavern ceiling and latch onto them.

Optimus Prime:

Galvatron... they are sucking the very Energon from us! Destroy them!

Galvatron:

Ohhh, all right!

Galvatron blasts the leeches away.

Galvatron:

What's taking you so long? Hurry!

Jessica:

Leave them alone!

Suddenly, laser fire fills the cavern! The infected Decepticons have found them!

Optimus Prime:

We have to get out of here...!

Goldbug and Blaster are infected, as are Kup, Steeljaw and Blurr, although we do not see the latter three become contaminated.
Optimus Prime (contd.):

Galvatron! Which way?

Galvatron:

This way! But first...!

Galvatron transforms and blasts the cavern ceiling down on top of the infected Transformers.

Galvatron:

We do not need those fools following us! Now... let's go!

They run.

Galvatron:

We're almost there!

They arrive in front of a huge metal door.

Galvatron:

This is it!

They go through the door, and then Galvatron stops.

Galvatron:

Now, tell me what the cure is and how the metal is used to make it!

Optimus Prime:

You'll learn soon enough, Galvatron.

Galvatron grabs Optimus by the throat.

Gavlatron:

Tell me! Or you'll never get what you need!

Optimus Prime:

We haven't much time!

Jessica is standing by the piles of alloy.

Jessica:

This is it! There's enough here to coat you and make you impervious, Optimus!

Galvatron:

So, you plan to coat yourself with it! Who's the fool now, Optimus?

Jessica:

Oh, no...

Galvatron aims his cannon.

Galvatron:

I don't need you any more, Optimus! So much for your resurrection! Muahahahaha!

Jessica:

You jerk! He's trying to save us all!

Optimus uses Jessica's distraction to knock Galvatron's cannon off his arm. Galvatron swats Jessica aside and dives for his cannon, but Sky Lynx grabs it with his tail before he can get there.

Optimus Prime:

Good work, Sky Lynx!

Sky Lynx:

(to Galvatron)
Now, we're going to put you to work!

Optimus transforms.

(Scene change)

As Galvatron is forced to load the alloy into Optimus's trailer, the infected Cyclonus watches.

Optimus Prime:

That ought to do it.

Cyclonus runs out of the shadows and grabs Jessica, infecting her.

Galvatron:

No!

Galvatron kicks his cannon out of Sky Lynx's tail.

Sky Lynx:

What are you doing?!

Galvatron grabs his cannon and aims at Cyclonus, who drops Jessica.

Cyclonus:

Join us, Galvatron! Join us now!

Galvatron:

Die, you worthless piece of slag!!

Galvatron blasts Cyclonus, knocking him back. He continues to fire, but does no notice Jessica, who grabs his ankle, infecting him.

Galvatron:

Nooooooooooo!

Cyclonus:

It's too late, Galvatron!

Sky Lynx:

We're getting out of here!

The Autobots flee.

(Scene change)

Back in Autobot City, the Quintesson oversees the operation to coat Optimus. The alloy is melted down, and sprayed over Optimus.

Sky Lynx:

Hurry up!

Quintesson:

Don't rush me! We must cover every square inch, or it will be useless!

(Scene change)

Shortly, Sky Lynx jets out of Autobot City in shuttle mode, with Optimus inside.

Optimus Prime:

We've got to find Rodimus Prime, Sky Lynx! Hurry!

Sky Lynx:

I'm doing my best, Optimus!

In a nearby junkyard, Rodimus is being chased by the Throttlebots.

?:

There's Rodimus!

?:

After him!

Rodimus transforms, as do the Throttlebots.

Rodimus Prime:

You want a race? I'll give you a race!

Rodimus makes a sharp turn, but the Throttlebots can't make it. They crash into a mountain of junk, which collapses on them. Rodimus transforms.

Rodimus Prime:

Yahahahahahaha! Nobody messes with me! Okay, who's next?

Optimus Prime (V/O):

Let's talk, Rodimus!

Optimus and Sky Lynx come in from off-screen. Optimus is completely white, having been covered with the alloy.

Rodimus Prime:

Optimus...! I... I thought you were... dead!

Optimus Prime:

The preservation of our very existence is at stake. Madness has infected the entire galaxy! The Autobots, the Decepticons, the humans - they threaten to wipe each other out of existence! We've got to fight the madness! You've got to help me, Rodimus!

Rodimus Prime:

H... h... help... the universe?

Optimus Prime:

Listen to what I'm saying...

Rodimus Prime:

Uh... huh... all right...

Sky Lynx:

Look out, Optimus! He's crazed!

Rodimus starts firing at Optimus, who dodges and takes cover.

Optimus Prime:

I don't want to hurt you, Rodimus!

Rodimus Prime:

Don't worry, Optimus, you wont!

Rodimus transforms and drives off, laughing.

(Scene change)

Inside a car assembly plant, Optimus finds Rodimus.

Optimus Prime:

Rodimus, you're wasting time! Many lives are in danger!

Rodimus Prime:

The only one who's in danger is you, old-timer!

Optimus Prime:

Sorry, Rodimus, there's no other way!

Optimus presses a button on a control panel, and an overhead string of claws, used for picking up and transporting the various parts of cars, start moving, and snag Rodimus's gun arm around the wrist.

Rodimus Prime:

Let... go of me!

Optimus grabs him.

Optimus Prime:

I have to do this, Rodimus!

Rodimus Prime:

No! I wont let you!

Rodimus kicks Optimus away and frees his arm. He climbs up to the control panel, and hits a button, revealing a smelting pot.

Rodimus Prime:

I think Optimus needs a bath!

Optimus Prime:

No more games, Rodimus! Innocent lives are at stake!

Rodimus Prime:

NO-ONE is innocent!

Rodimus fires a shot, knocking Optimus down towards the pot, but then, Sky Lynx swoops in, catching Optimus.

Sky Lynx:

Gotcha!

Rodimus jumps onto Sky Lynx as he passes, and infects him.

Optimus Prime:

Rodimus infected Sky Lynx!

Optimus jumps off Sky Lynx, as he flies up and out of the factory, out of view. Rodimus then comes hurtling back down towards the ground and smashes through the factory roof. He hunts for Optimus.

Rodimus Prime:

Come out, come out, wherever you are! I know you're in here! Can Optimus come out and play?!
Optimus, having disguised himself as one of the trucks on the assembly line, transforms and tackles Rodimus.

Optimus Prime:

I asked you nicely, now I'm telling you! If I'm ever going to save you, I need the Matrix!

Rodimus reaches up and opens a panel on the wall, pulling out a laser torch.

Rodimus Prime:

If you're so eager to remove the Matrix from me, let's see what I can cut from you!

He moves the torch closer to Optimus's face, as we:

Fade to black.

End Act Two.

Fade in.

Optimus grabs Rodimus's wrist.

Optimus Prime:

I'm protected from heat, Rodimus! Please, let me help you!

He forces Rodimus to drop the torch, and they struggle, until they fall of the conveyor they are on. Optimus gets up first, and delivers a punch which knock Rodimus out.

Optimus Prime:

Sorry, Rodimus, this seems to be the only way.

He opens Rodimus's chest, and removes the Matrix.

(Scene change)

Back in Autobot City, Optimus explains his plan to the Quintesson.

Optimus Prime:

If any cure to this plague exists, only the ancient leaders within the Matrix could possibly know it. I must travel into the Matrix.

Optimus puts the Matrix into his own chest, and we dissolve to the spiritual starscape that Optimus sees as he goes inside the Matrix.

The face of Rodimus Prime appears, then discorporates, and reforms as that of Alpha Trion.

Alpha Trion:

Optimus... why have you returned?

Optimus Prime:

To find a cure for the spore plague. Can you help me, Alpha Trion?

Alpha Trion:

If there is a cure, I know nothing of it.

Optimus Prime:

Then I must journey farther back.

Alpha Trion:

Be careful, for if you travel too far, you may become lost, and never find your way back.

Optimus Prime:

If I do not try, there may be nothing to return to.

Alpha Trion's face discorporates, and reforms as that of a former Autobot leader. That face, in turn, discorporates, and another former leader's face takes its place.

(Scene change)

A squadron of infected Decepticons lands outside Autobot City. The Quintesson sees them on a viewscreen.

Quinetesson:

Oh, no! Infected Transformers! They'e looking for Optimus Prime! I must stop them - they'll destroy us both!

The doors of Autobot City slam shut on two Decepticons, who scream in pain. The Quintesson looks at Optimus's body.

Quintesson:

Hurry! Please, hurry!

Fade to the interior of the Matrix. Two more former Autobot leader's head flash past, until we see a singular, wireframe head of another Ancient Autobot Leader, perhaps the first Autobot leader, which speaks to Optimus.

Ancient Autobot Leader:

The plague you speak of has visited us once before. A wise man was able to contain the spores, and send them into the sun. But no-on was able to destroy them. No-one had the power to do that. The only way to fight such madness is with wisdom. Unfortunately, no one person now has the wisdom to contain the spores, much less destroy them, now that they have spread across the galaxy.

Optimus Prime:

Perhaps there does exist a source of wisdom powerful enough to desroy the spores, and cure the entire world... the accumulated wisdom that resides within the Matrix.

We cut back to Autobot City, as the infected Decepticons smash their way into the room where Optimus's body and the Quintesson are.

Quintesson:

Stop! Please, stop!

Galvatron:

Never, Quintesson! This world is ours! Optimus Prime shall die again!

Galvatron is about to smash Optimus's body to pieces, when Optimus's chest opens, exposing the Matrix. A beam of blue light streaks from the crystal at its centre.

Galvatron:

What...? What is this?

# 'The Touch'

Optimus sits up, and holds the Matrix open.

Optimus Prime:

Now light... our darkest hour!

Energy surges out of the Matrix, reaching across the face of the world. In America, France, Russia, all across the world, people are cured by the Matrix energy. We see Jessica Morgan and Gregory Swafford as they are cured.

Jessica:

Gregory...?

Swafford:

Jessica...!

They embrace.

Back in Autobot City, the Decepticons fall to the ground as they too are cured. The Matrix shimmers, and the last of all its energy is gone.

(Scene change)

Optimus Prime stands with Kup and Hot Rod (Rodimus having now reverted after losing the Matrix), as Swafford and Morgan approach him. Galvatron is also present.

Morgan:

I... can't say what I'm feeling. I'm so terribly sorry. We had no right to do what we did with the spores... and for what we thought, and believed of you... we... I... deeply apologise.

Galvatron approaches Optimus.

Hot Rod (whisper):

Does this mean the fighting will continue?

Kup (whisper):

Hard to say.

Galvatron:

There will be no war today, Optimus Prime. You have earned Galvatron's respect.

Optimus and Galvatron shake hands. Optimus turns, and hands the Matrix to Hot Rod.

Hot Rod:

The wisdom of the ages... it's lost!

Optimus Prime:

No... no lost. We're all a little wiser now.

Hot Rod:

But the Matrix is empty!

Optimus Prime:

It's up to all of us to fill it again, with the wisdom we accumulate from this moment on.

# 'The Touch'

Optimus Prime:

AUTOBOTS - TRANSFORM AND ROLL OUT!

The Autobots all transform, and drive off into the sunset, with their leader, Optimus Prime, in front, restored to them again.

Fade to black.

End Act Three.

End Episode.
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